in the blood, or that shall have the power of counteracting or neutralizing the deadly influence it has exerted on the vital forces.
Such a substance has still to be found, and our present experience of the action of drugs does not lead to hopeful anticipation that we shall find it." What Sir Joseph Fayrer says of one vital poison we may say of the syphilitic poison, that no antidote has been found for it, and there is little prospect of such a discovery.
But it is the fashion at present to call the old treatment of syphilis by mercury a tonic treatment, and so sink the idea of its having a specific character.
Mercury is now said to have the effect of increasing the red corpuscles of the blood, and thus benefiting the anaemic condition found in syphilis. Mercury, however, does not increase the red corpuscles in non-syphilitic anaemia; so that if it does so in syphilitic anaemia, it must be by a specific action on the poison. This, I hold, there is no evidence for believing.
In the so-called tonic treatment mercury is given with the utmost precaution. Even 
